S OF H

ARE SPECIAL

VESSELS OF HONOR - by Shepherd Lambur

Becoming a Vessel Prepared, Purified, and Useful for the
Master’s Assignments

A Biblical Teaching Manual on the Potter’s House, Spiritual Formation, and
Becoming a Vessel God Can Trust and Move Through Doing Exploits!

ACTS CHURCH @ WAY OF THE MASTER YAHSHUA



INTRODUCTION

GOD IS LOOKING FOR VESSELS HE CAN
USE

Throughout Scripture, God reveals Himself as the Master Potter and His people as
clay in His hands.

The question is not whether God desires to use people.
The question is:

Will we allow Him to shape us into vessels that can carry His presence, His
purpose, and His power?

God is not simply looking for gifted vessels.
He is looking for:

*Clean vessels

*Humble vessels

*Obedient vessels

*Faithful vessels

*Prepared vessels

*Vessels that can carry His glory without taking the glory for themselves

KEY SCRIPTURE

2 Timothy 2:20-21
"But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of

wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work."

This Scripture gives us the foundation:
A vessel of honor is:
1.Sanctified



2.Cleansed
3.Set apart
4.Useful to the Master

S.Prepared for good works

CHAPTER 1
THE POTTER'S HOUSE:

GOD'S WORKSHOP FOR MAKING VESSELS

Jeremiah 18:1-6

"The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to
the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words."

Jeremiah was not sent to the temple.

He was not sent to a palace.

He was sent to a workshop.

Why?

Because God wanted to reveal:

Before God uses a vessel, He forms the vessel.

THE POTTER AND THE CLAY

Jeremiah 18:6

"Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand..."

The clay has no right to tell the Potter:
"What shape should I become?"
The Potter sees:

*The purpose



*The design
*The assignment

*The future usefulness

THE FIRST REQUIREMENT:
REMAIN IN THE POTTER'S HAND

A vessel cannot be formed if it leaves the Potter's hands.
Many desire:

*God's power

*God's blessing

*God's assignment
But they resist:

*God's correction

*God's shaping

*God's process

The vessel must surrender.

CHAPTER 2
THE MAKING OF A VESSEL OF HONOR

A master potter does not create valuable vessels quickly.
The finest vessels go through a process.
Spiritually, God forms His servants through:

1.Calling

2.Crushing

3.Cleansing

4.Shaping



5.Testing
6.Refining
7.Filling
8.Sending

STEP 1:
THE CLAY MUST BE SELECTED

God chooses people for His purposes.

John 15:16

"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit..."

God does not call people because they are already perfect.

He calls them because He sees what they can become in His hands.

STEP 2:

THE CLAY MUST BE BROKEN AND
SOFTENED

Hard clay cannot be shaped.

A hard heart cannot be formed.

Ezekiel 36:26

""A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart..."

God removes hardness so He can form His character within us.



STEP 3:
THE IMPURITIES MUST BE REMOVED

Raw clay contains:
*Stones
*Dirt
*Foreign material
The potter removes what prevents usefulness.

God does the same spiritually.

Hebrews 12:10

"For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for
our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness."

God's correction is not rejection.

It is preparation.

CHAPTER 3

VESSELS OF HONOR AND VESSELS OF
DISHONOR

Romans 9:21

""Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto
honour, and another unto dishonour?"

God has authority over the vessel.



WHAT IS A VESSEL OF DISHONOR?

A vessel of dishonor is not merely someone God dislikes.
It represents a person who refuses God's purpose.
Characteristics:

*Resistant to God

*Unrepentant

*Unclean

*Self-directed

*Unavailable for God's use

Hosea 8:8
"Israel is swallowed up: now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is

no pleasure."

A vessel can exist but not fulfill its purpose.

WHAT IS A VESSEL OF HONOR?

A vessel of honor is someone who has allowed God to:
*Cleanse them
*Transform them
*Prepare them

*Trust them with responsibility



CHAPTER 4
THE CRACKED VESSEL:

WHEN GOD REPAIRS WHAT IS BROKEN

Many vessels begin with cracks.

God does not discard broken people.

Psalm 51:17

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart..."

A broken vessel surrendered to God becomes useful.

Isaiah 64:8

"But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter..."

THE DANGER OF COVERING CRACKS

A human solution may cover a crack temporarily.
But God does not want temporary repair.
He wants transformation.
A person can cover cracks with:
*Religion
*Performance
*Appearance
*Reputation
But God sees the inside.



1 Samuel 16:7
'""Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart."

CHAPTER §
THE VESSEL MUST BE PURIFIED

2 Timothy 2:21

"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour..."

Purification is essential.

God cannot fill what we refuse to surrender.

WHAT MUST BE REMOVED?
1. Sin

1John 1:9

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness."

2. The Old Nature

Romans 6:6

"Our old man is crucified with him..."



3. Worldliness

Romans 12:2

"Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind..."

CHAPTER 6
THE VESSEL MUST BE FILLED

A clean empty vessel is not the final goal.

God cleanses vessels so He can fill them.

FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Ephesians 5:18
"Be filled with the Spirit."

WHY DOES GOD FILL THE VESSEL?

To carry:
*His presence
*His love
*His wisdom
*His power

*His message



Acts 1:8

"Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me..."

Power is given for assignment.

CHAPTER 7
THE VESSEL MUST BE TESTED

The finest vessels receive the greatest testing.

Fire reveals the quality.

1 Peter 1:7

"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth..."
Testing develops:

*Character

*Endurance

*Faithfulness

GOD TESTS BEFORE HE TRUSTS

Joseph was tested before leadership.
David was tested before kingship.
Moses was tested before deliverance.

The disciples were tested before carrying the Gospel.



CHAPTER 8
THE VESSEL OF HONOR'S ASSIGNMENT

A vessel is not made just to be admired.

It is made to be used.

Ephesians 2:10

"For we are his workmanship, created in Messiah Yahshua unto good works..."

EVERY MEMBER HAS A PURPOSE

1 Corinthians 12:27

"Now ye are the body of Messiah, and members in particular."

Every believer has a function.

THE MASTER'S QUESTION:

Can God trust me with:
*His power?
*His people?
*His message?

*His reputation?



CHAPTER 9
THE CHARACTER OF A VESSEL GOD USES

1. HUMILITY

James 4:6
"God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble."

2. OBEDIENCE

1 Samuel 15:22

"To obey is better than sacrifice."

3. FAITHFULNESS

1 Corinthians 4:2

"Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful."

4. LOVE

John 13:35

"By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another."



CHAPTER 10
BECOMING A VESSEL OF HONOR:

THE FINAL PROCESS

A vessel of honor:

Surrenders to the Potter

"T am Yours."

Allows shaping

"Change me."

Receives cleansing

"Remove what hinders You."

Receives filling

"Fill me with Your Spirit."

Accepts assignment

"Send me."

FINAL SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 6:8

""Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me."

The vessel of honor becomes available.



FINAL DECLARATION

Lord, make me Your vessel.

Not a vessel that seeks attention.
Not a vessel that seeks position.
Not a vessel that seeks applause.

But a vessel that carries Your presence, obeys Your voice, and fulfills Your
assignment.

THE MASTER DOES NOT SEARCH FOR PERFECT
VESSELS.

HE SEARCHES FOR SURRENDERED VESSELS.

A surrendered vessel becomes a sanctified vessel.
A sanctified vessel becomes a useful vessel.
A useful vessel becomes a vessel of honor for the glory of Messiah Yahshua.

I'd be happy to. Here is an expanded version of Lesson 2 in the same style as the
expanded Lesson 1, designed for your VESSELS OF HONOR - Leader Training
Workbook.

LESSON 2 —
THE CALLING OF A VESSEL

Primary Scripture

Ephesians 2:10

""For we are his workmanship, created in Messiah Yahshua unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them."



TEACHING OBJECTIVE

Every vessel of honor must understand that God has created each believer with divine purpose.
Salvation is not simply an escape from judgment—it is an invitation into God's eternal plan.
Every disciple has been intentionally designed, redeemed, equipped, and called to participate in
advancing the Kingdom of God.

Many believers spend years asking, '""What is God's will for my life?" The better question is,
"How can I become the kind of person God can trust with His will?"

God's calling is discovered through surrender, developed through preparation, and fulfilled
through faithful obedience.

Before God reveals the assignment, He develops the vessel.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

God does not save people only from something. He saves them for something.
The Gospel is more than forgiveness of sin.
It is a transformation of life.

When Messiah Yahshua calls someone, He calls them into relationship, discipleship, service, and
mission.

God never wastes a life surrendered to Him.

Every believer has a purpose that contributes to the growth of His Kingdom.
Some will preach.

Some will teach.

Some will shepherd.

Some will encourage.

Some will serve quietly behind the scenes.

Some will raise families that honor the Lord.

Some will disciple one person who later influences thousands.

No assignment is insignificant when it is given by God.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE GOD'S
WORKMANSHIP?

The Greek word translated "workmanship' refers to something skillfully crafted by a master
artisan.



You are not an accident.
You are not a random product of circumstances.
You are God's workmanship.

Just as a potter carefully designs each vessel for a unique purpose, the Lord fashions every
believer according to His wisdom and sovereign plan.

Every personality, experience, trial, victory, and season of preparation can become part of God's
design when surrendered to Him.

Even painful experiences can become tools that God uses to prepare you for future ministry.

Romans 8:28 reminds us that God works all things together for good to those who love Him and
are called according to His purpose.

EVERY VESSEL HAS AN ASSIGNMENT

Throughout Scripture, God called ordinary people into extraordinary purposes.

Moses — A Deliverer

Moses spent forty years believing his life in Egypt prepared him for leadership.
Instead, God used forty years in the wilderness to prepare his heart.

Only after learning dependence upon God was Moses ready to deliver Israel.

Leadership Lesson: God often prepares us in places that seem hidden before He places us where
we are visible.

Joseph — A Provider
Joseph received a dream from God while he was still young.

Before the dream was fulfilled, he experienced betrayal, slavery, false accusations, and
imprisonment.

Each trial became part of God's preparation.
When Joseph finally stood before Pharaoh, his character had become as great as his gifting.

Leadership Lesson: God's promises often require God's process.

David — A Shepherd King

David faithfully cared for sheep when no one was watching.

His faithfulness in private prepared him for public leadership.



He learned courage by protecting sheep before he faced Goliath.
He learned worship in lonely fields before leading a nation.

Leadership Lesson: Hidden faithfulness prepares us for public responsibility.

Esther — A Woman Positioned for Purpose
Esther never imagined she would become queen.

Yet God placed her in a strategic position to preserve His people.
Her assignment required courage more than comfort.

She risked her life in obedience to God's purpose.

Leadership Lesson: Sometimes your assignment is connected to where God has placed you rather
than where you hoped to be.

Peter — A Fisher of Men

Peter was impulsive, outspoken, and often misunderstood.

Yet Messiah Yahshua saw beyond Peter's weaknesses.

Jesus did not simply change Peter's occupation.

He transformed Peter's identity.

After Pentecost, Peter became a bold leader who proclaimed the Gospel with courage.

Leadership Lesson: God often calls imperfect people who remain teachable.

Paul — An Apostle to the Nations

Paul possessed remarkable education and religious zeal.

Yet after encountering Messiah, much of what he trusted had to be surrendered.
God redirected his passion toward building the Kingdom.

Paul's greatest strength became complete dependence upon Christ.

Leadership Lesson: Natural ability becomes most effective when fully surrendered to God.

HOW GOD REVEALS OUR ASSIGNMENT

Many believers search for their calling as though it were hidden.

In reality, God often reveals His purposes gradually.



The Lord usually develops our character before expanding our influence.

The process often looks like this:

Relationship with God
Before serving God, we must first know Him.

Intimacy always precedes ministry.

Identity in Messiah
Our identity is not found in titles or positions.
We are first sons and daughters of God.

Healthy leadership flows from secure identity.

Character Formation
God develops humility, integrity, patience, faithfulness, and obedience.

Without character, gifting becomes dangerous.

Faithful Service
Assignments often begin with simple acts of obedience.
Faithfulness in small responsibilities prepares us for greater ones.

Luke 16:10 teaches that whoever is faithful in little will also be faithful in much.

Greater Responsibility
As trust grows, God expands influence.

Promotion in God's Kingdom is entrusted—not demanded.

LEADER PRINCIPLE

Your assignment flows from:
Identity — Character — Preparation — Mission
Many people reverse God's order.

They desire:



Mission without maturity.
Influence without intimacy.
Authority without obedience.
Recognition without refinement.
God's order cannot be rushed.

He always builds the vessel before releasing the vessel.

DISCOVERING YOUR CALLING

While every believer has unique assignments, every disciple shares certain universal callings.
We are all called to:

Love God wholeheartedly.

Love people sincerely.

Live holy lives.

Make disciples.

Serve humbly.

Walk in obedience.

Glorify God.

Your specific assignment will always grow out of these foundational callings.

COMMON OBSTACLES TO DISCOVERING
GOD'S CALL

Comparison

Comparing yourself with others blinds you to your own assignment.
God never asked David to become Moses.

He never asked Peter to become Paul.

He asks each vessel to fulfill its own purpose.

Fear

Many hesitate because they fear failure.



God never promised perfection.
He promised His presence.

Courage grows through obedience.

Impatience
Many become discouraged because preparation seems slow.
Yet God's delays often become His greatest classrooms.

The waiting season is rarely wasted.

Self-Reliance
Natural talent can become a hindrance if it replaces dependence upon the Holy Spirit.

God desires vessels who rely upon Him daily.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Healthy leaders understand that calling is both a privilege and a responsibility.
A calling is not about personal success.

It is about faithful stewardship.

Every assignment belongs to the Lord.

Every gift belongs to the Lord.

Every opportunity belongs to the Lord.

The leader's responsibility is simple:

Remain faithful.

Remain humble.

Remain teachable.

Remain obedient.

ACTIVATION EXERCISE

Complete these statements prayerfully.

I believe God has shaped me through:



The greatest lessons God has taught me are:

My greatest area of growth right now is:

The gifts God has entrusted to me include:

I believe God desires to use me to:

The next step of obedience I sense God asking of me is:

PERSONAL REFLECTION

Ask yourself honestly:
* Am I seeking God's purpose or my own ambitions?
* Am I willing to serve wherever God places me?
* Do I trust God's timing for my life?
* Am I becoming the kind of person God can entrust with greater responsibility?

* Is my identity rooted in Messiah or in ministry?

MEMORY VERSE

Ephesians 2:10

""For we are his workmanship, created in Messiah Yahshua unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them."



KEY TRUTH

God's calling is not merely about what you will do—it is about who you are becoming.
The Lord prepares the vessel long before He reveals the fullness of the assignment.

A surrendered heart, a faithful spirit, and Christlike character are the true foundations of
Kingdom leadership.

As you faithfully walk with the Master, He will reveal each step of your calling in His perfect
time.

I'd be happy to. Below is an expanded Lesson 3 written in the same style as the
previous lessons, emphasizing leadership development, biblical depth, and practical
application.

LESSON 3
GIFTED VS. PREPARED

The Difference Between Having a Gift and Becoming a Vessel of
Honor

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES

Romans 11:29
""For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance."

2 Timothy 2:20-21

"But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood
and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge
himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the
master's use, and prepared unto every good work."



Proverbs 22:1

""A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than
silver and gold."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

One of the greatest misunderstandings in Christian leadership is believing that spiritual gifting is
the same as spiritual maturity.

God gives gifts freely.
Character is developed through obedience.
A gift may impress people, but character earns trust.

Many believers become discouraged because they possess gifts yet experience little lasting fruit.
Others become successful in ministry only to fall because they neglected the inner life. Scripture
repeatedly teaches that while gifts are important, they were never intended to replace holiness,
humility, faithfulness, or obedience.

The Master is not merely looking for gifted people. He is looking for prepared vessels.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

A gift may open a door. Character determines whether you remain in the room.
Natural ability can gain attention.

Spiritual gifts can attract people.

Knowledge can produce admiration.

But only Christlike character can sustain Kingdom leadership over a lifetime.
God is never impressed by our talents apart from surrendered hearts.

The greatest testimony of a leader is not how powerfully they minister in public, but how
faithfully they walk with God in private.

WHAT IS A GIFT?

A gift is a God-given ability entrusted to a believer for the benefit of others and for the glory of
God.

Some gifts are natural abilities that God sanctifies for His purposes.

Others are spiritual gifts given by the Holy Spirit.



Examples include:

* Teaching

* Shepherding

* Evangelism

* Encouragement

* Mercy

* Giving

* Leadership

* Wisdom

* Discernment

* Hospitality

* Helps

* Administration
Gifts are never given to promote self.
They are given to build the Body of Messiah.
Every gift carries responsibility.
Every gift requires humility.

Every gift must remain submitted to the Lord.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE PREPARED?

Preparation is God's process of developing the inner life of the believer.
Preparation involves far more than learning information.
It includes:

*  Humility

* Faithfulness

* Integrity

* Patience

* Holiness

* Self-control

* Dependence upon the Holy Spirit

* Submission to godly authority



* Aservant's heart
* Consistent obedience
Preparation transforms a gifted believer into a trustworthy vessel.

God prepares leaders long before He publicly uses them.

WHY GOD VALUES CHARACTER ABOVE
GIFTING

The Lord sees beyond outward appearance.

People often celebrate charisma.

God examines the heart.

A leader may possess exceptional communication skills yet lack compassion.

Another may demonstrate spiritual gifts while privately living in compromise.

Such ministry may appear successful for a season, but without character it cannot endure.
Character is what remains when applause fades.

Character is revealed when no one is watching.

Character is demonstrated through daily obedience.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: KING SAUL

Saul began well.

He was chosen by God.

He was anointed by the prophet Samuel.

The Spirit of God came upon him.

He possessed every opportunity to become a great king.
Yet Saul consistently chose his own will over God's commands.
He feared people's opinions more than God's approval.
He offered sacrifices he was not authorized to offer.

He spared what God instructed him to destroy.

He excused disobedience rather than repenting.

His downfall was not a lack of gifting.

It was a lack of surrendered character.



Leadership Lesson
A gifted leader who refuses correction eventually becomes unsafe to follow.

Disobedience always weakens spiritual authority.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: DAVID

Acts 13:22
"I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all
my will.""

David was far from perfect.

He experienced failure, temptation, and painful consequences.

Yet David continually returned to God with repentance.

He welcomed God's correction.

He sought the Lord in worship.

He desired God's presence more than personal success.

His greatest qualification was not perfection.

It was a heart that remained teachable.

Leadership Lesson
God is not looking for flawless people.

He is looking for humble people who repent quickly and remain moldable.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: JOSEPH

Joseph received remarkable dreams while he was still young.
Yet God delayed their fulfillment for many years.

Why?

Because Joseph needed preparation before promotion.
Prison became Joseph's classroom.

Waiting developed patience.

Serving developed humility.

Suffering produced compassion.

When Joseph finally ruled Egypt, his character was ready for the authority he received.



Leadership Lesson

Promotion without preparation often destroys what preparation would have protected.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE: PETER

Peter loved Messiah deeply.

Yet his confidence often exceeded his maturity.

He boldly declared that he would never deny the Lord.

Only hours later he denied Him three times.

After the resurrection, Messiah restored Peter—not simply to ministry, but to relationship.

Later, Peter became a courageous shepherd who willingly suffered for Christ.

Leadership Lesson

Failure surrendered to God can become part of God's preparation.

THE DANGERS OF GIFTING WITHOUT
PREPARATION

When gifting develops faster than character, several dangers emerge.

Pride
A gifted person may begin trusting personal ability instead of God.

Pride blinds leaders to their weaknesses.

Independence

Success may tempt leaders to depend upon experience rather than the Holy Spirit.

Desire for Recognition

The focus shifts from glorifying Christ to gaining personal influence.

Lack of Accountability

Gifted people sometimes resist correction because they confuse success with spiritual health.



Moral Failure
Unchecked temptation eventually becomes destructive.

Preparation establishes safeguards that protect both the leader and the people they serve.

MARKS OF A PREPARED LEADER

A prepared vessel:
* Loves God's presence more than public recognition.
* Values obedience above opportunity.
* Welcomes correction.
* Serves with humility.
* Lives consistently in private and public.
* Gives glory to God rather than seeking praise.
* Remains faithful in small assignments.
* Depends upon the Holy Spirit daily.
* Continues growing throughout life.
* Invests in the development of others.
Preparation never produces pride.

It produces gratitude.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Every leader should periodically ask:

Am I developing my gift more than my character?

Do I spend more time preparing messages than seeking God's heart?

Am I pursuing influence or faithfulness?

Would those closest to me describe me as humble, teachable, patient, and loving?

Can God trust me with greater responsibility because I have been faithful with smaller
assignments?

These questions protect leaders from becoming outwardly successful while inwardly unhealthy.



PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer the following questions.

1. What gifts has God entrusted to me?

2. Which character qualities is God currently developing?

3. Do I receive correction with humility?

4. Is there any area where pride has begun to replace dependence upon God?

5. Am I serving for God's glory or for personal recognition?

6. Would my private life support the ministry people see publicly?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

During this week, intentionally focus on developing character rather than seeking recognition.
Ask the Holy Spirit to examine your motives.

Choose one practical act of hidden service that no one else will notice.

Serve someone without expecting appreciation.

Read Psalm 139:23-24 each day and invite God to search your heart.

If the Lord reveals an area requiring repentance, respond immediately.

Remember that God shapes faithful leaders through daily obedience far more often than through
extraordinary moments.

Keep a journal throughout the week and record:
* Areas where God corrected you.

* Opportunities to practice humility.



*  Ways you served without recognition.
* Lessons learned through waiting.

* Character qualities the Holy Spirit is strengthening.

MEMORY VERSE

2 Timothy 2:21

"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work."

KEY TRUTH

God is not merely looking for talented leaders—He is preparing trustworthy servants.
Gifts may begin a ministry, but character sustains it.

The Lord entrusts greater responsibility to those who have demonstrated faithfulness in the
hidden places.

A vessel of honor is not defined by the greatness of its abilities but by the depth of its surrender.

The highest goal of every leader is not to become more gifted, but to become more like Messiah
Yahshua.

As your character grows, your capacity to carry God's presence, steward His gifts, and lead His
people also grows. In the Kingdom of God, preparation is never a delay—it is an expression of
the Father's wisdom and love.

I'd be happy to. Since the workbook is progressing systematically, Lesson 4 should
serve as the bridge between Preparation (Part 1) and Purification (Part 2). This
chapter should explain that brokenness is God's method of producing surrender,
not His method of punishing His children. It should also distinguish biblical
brokenness from emotional brokenness and show why every great leader in
Scripture experienced it.



LESSON 4
BROKEN BEFORE BEING USED

The Lord Breaks Self-Reliance Before He Entrusts Kingdom
Responsibility

PART 2 — THE BREAKING, SHAPING, AND
PURIFYING OF THE VESSEL

STAGE 2 — THE BREAKING PROCESS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES

Psalm 51:17
"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise.”

Isaiah 57:15

""For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity... I dwell... with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit...""

John 12:24
""Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit."

Galatians 2:20

"I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me..."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

Every vessel that God greatly uses experiences seasons of breaking.
This is one of the most misunderstood principles in the Kingdom of God.

Many believers believe that hardship means God has abandoned them.



Often the opposite is true.

The Lord frequently allows seasons of pressure, disappointment, waiting, correction, and testing
because He is preparing His servants for greater usefulness.

Brokenness is not God's rejection.

Brokenness is God's preparation.

Before God increases responsibility, He enlarges the heart.

Before He gives authority, He teaches humility.

Before He releases influence, He develops dependence upon Himself.

The breaking process removes confidence in the flesh so that our confidence rests completely in
God.

WHAT IS BIBLICAL BROKENNESS?

Brokenness does not mean:
* Losing your value.
* Living in shame.
* Having low self-esteem.
* Being emotionally crushed without hope.
* Believing God is angry with you.
* Thinking you are worthless.

Biblical brokenness means willingly surrendering every area of life to the Lordship of Messiah
Yahshua.

It is the surrender of self-rule so that God's rule may be fully established.
Brokenness is the place where pride dies.
Self-will yields.

Dependence upon God begins to flourish.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
WORLD'S STRENGTH AND KINGDOM
STRENGTH

The world teaches:

"Believe in yourself."



"Trust your abilities."

"Become independent."

"Promote yourself."

The Kingdom teaches:

Trust in the Lord.

Depend upon the Holy Spirit.
Walk in humility.

Serve others.

Decrease so Messiah may increase.
Jesus declared in John 15:5:

"Without me ye can do nothing."

The strongest believer is not the one who depends upon personal ability.

The strongest believer is the one who depends completely upon Christ.

WHY GOD ALLOWS THE BREAKING
PROCESS

God never breaks His children to destroy them.
He breaks what hinders His purpose.
The Lord removes everything that competes with His Lordship.
He breaks:
* Pride.
* Self-sufficiency.
* Independence.
* Fear of man.
* Self-promotion.
* Hidden ambition.
* Trust in natural ability.
* False security.
The breaking process enlarges our capacity to carry God's presence.

The deeper the surrender, the greater the usefulness.



THE EXAMPLE OF MOSES

Moses was educated in the greatest universities of Egypt.

He possessed influence.

Knowledge.

Leadership ability.

Yet Moses attempted to accomplish God's work through human strength.
After killing an Egyptian, he fled into the wilderness.

For forty years he cared for sheep.

To many, these years appeared wasted.

They were not wasted.

They were God's classroom.

The wilderness taught Moses:

Patience.

Dependence.

Humility.

Faithfulness.

Listening.

Only after the wilderness did God appear through the burning bush.
Exodus 3:10

""Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh..."

Notice God's timing.

The assignment came after the breaking.

Leadership Principle

God often prepares us in hidden places before using us in public places.

THE EXAMPLE OF JOSEPH

Joseph received God's dream while he was still young.
But dreams alone do not prepare leaders.

Joseph endured:

Rejection.

Slavery.



False accusations.

Imprisonment.

Years of waiting.

Every painful season shaped his heart.

Had Joseph become ruler immediately, his immaturity may have destroyed him.
Instead, suffering produced wisdom, compassion, forgiveness, and humility.

When promotion finally came, Joseph possessed both gifting and character.

Leadership Principle

Waiting often accomplishes more in us than immediate success ever could.

THE EXAMPLE OF PETER

Peter loved Messiah deeply.

Yet Peter trusted his own devotion more than God's strength.

He boldly declared that he would never deny Jesus.

Within hours he denied Him three times.

Peter's greatest failure became the beginning of his greatest transformation.
After his restoration, Peter no longer relied upon self-confidence.

He relied upon the Holy Spirit.

The broken disciple became the bold apostle.

Leadership Principle

God can redeem our failures when they produce genuine repentance.

THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL

Paul possessed remarkable education, influence, and religious zeal.

After meeting Messiah, much of what he once valued had to be surrendered.
The Lord even permitted a "thorn in the flesh."

Paul prayed repeatedly for its removal.

God answered:

"My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness." (2
Corinthians 12:9)



Paul discovered that weakness became the platform upon which God's power rested.

Leadership Principle

God's strength is displayed most clearly through surrendered vessels.

WHAT GOD PRODUCES THROUGH
BROKENNESS

Brokenness produces:

Humility

Pride is replaced with dependence upon God.

Compassion

Those who have experienced God's mercy become merciful toward others.

Patience

Waiting teaches us to trust God's timing.

Wisdom

Trials teach lessons success cannot.

Spiritual Authority
Authority flows from submission.

Those who submit to God's authority become trustworthy leaders.

Greater Intimacy

Brokenness often removes distractions so we pursue God Himself rather than His blessings.

SIGNS OF AN UNBROKEN LEADER

An unbroken leader often:
¢ Refuses correction.
* Desires recognition.

e Becomes defensive.



* Competes with others.

* Controls rather than serves.

* Seeks position instead of responsibility.
* Protects reputation more than integrity.
* Depends upon talent rather than prayer.

These attitudes reveal areas where further surrender is needed.

SIGNS OF A BROKEN AND SURRENDERED
LEADER

A surrendered leader:

* Welcomes correction.

* Gives glory to God.

* Serves joyfully without recognition.

* Loves people sincerely.

* Is quick to repent.

* Values holiness above popularity.

* Lives consistently in private and public.

* Depends upon the Holy Spirit every day.

* Leads with compassion rather than control.
Brokenness produces gentleness without weakness.
Humility without insecurity.

Confidence without pride.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Every leader should regularly ask:

What is God teaching me through my present season?

Have I become more dependent upon Him?

Do I seek His presence more than His promotion?

Am I willing to remain hidden until God chooses to reveal His purpose?

Would God trust me with greater responsibility today?



Leadership is never about climbing higher.

It is about bowing lower before the King.

PERSONAL REFLECTION

Prayerfully answer these questions.

1. What circumstances has God used to humble me?

2. What areas of self-reliance still remain?

3. How do I normally respond to disappointment?

4. Is there someone I need to forgive?

5. Am I resisting any area where God is calling me to surrender?

6. What has God been teaching me during this season?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Throughout this week, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal one area where self still competes with His
Lordship.

Each morning pray:

"Father, I willingly surrender my plans, my reputation, my ambitions, my strengths,
and my weaknesses into Your hands. Break every attitude that does not reflect
Messiah Yahshua. Remove pride, fear, selfish ambition, and every desire that
competes with Your will. Teach me to trust You when Your process is uncomfortable.
Help me remember that Your breaking is never meant to destroy me but to prepare
me for every good work You have ordained. May my life become a vessel through
which Your love, truth, and power flow freely. In the name of Messiah Yahshua,
Amen."

Choose one act of humble service each day that no one else knows about.
Allow hidden obedience to become part of God's shaping process.

Record in your journal how God is teaching you through ordinary circumstances.



MEMORY VERSE

Psalm 51:17

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise.”

KEY TRUTH

God never breaks His children to diminish their value. He breaks self-reliance so that His life can
be fully revealed through them.

Every great servant of God was first shaped through surrender.

Every trustworthy leader learned dependence before receiving greater responsibility.
Brokenness is not the end of God's work.

It is often the beginning of His greatest work.

The vessel that willingly yields to the Master's hands becomes a vessel through which His
presence, His power, and His love can be poured into the lives of others.

LESSON §

REMOVING THE IMPURITIES

The Refiner's Fire: Becoming a Clean Vessel for the Master's
Use



PART 2 — THE BREAKING, SHAPING, AND
PURIFYING OF THE VESSEL

STAGE 2 — THE PURIFYING PROCESS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
Malachi 3:3

"And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi,
and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in
righteousness."’

2 Timothy 2:21

"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work."

Psalm 139:23-24

"Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."’

James 4:8

"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

God never calls His people to remain as they are.
His purpose is not merely to forgive sin but to transform lives.
The Lord desires vessels that are clean, holy, and useful for His Kingdom.

Just as a silversmith patiently removes every impurity from precious metal, our Heavenly Father
patiently removes everything that prevents His character from being seen in us.

The process of purification is often uncomfortable because God exposes areas of the heart that
have remained hidden.

Yet He never exposes our hearts to shame us.
He exposes them to heal us.
He reveals what is hidden so He can remove what is harmful.

The goal of purification is not perfection in our own strength.



The goal is increasing likeness to Messiah Yahshua.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

God does not remove impurities because He has rejected the vessel. He removes impurities
because He has chosen the vessel for holy use.

A surgeon removes disease to restore health.

A gardener prunes branches to produce more fruit.

A refiner removes impurities so precious metal shines with greater beauty.
Likewise, God removes everything that hinders His purpose within us.

Every area surrendered becomes another area where Christ is revealed.

UNDERSTANDING THE REFINER'S FIRE

In ancient times, silver and gold were heated until impurities rose to the surface.

The refiner carefully removed the impurities again and again.

The process continued until the refiner could clearly see his own reflection in the metal.
This beautiful picture illustrates God's work in every believer.

The Holy Spirit continually removes attitudes, habits, motives, and desires that do not resemble
Christ.

The process continues until the character of Messiah is increasingly reflected through our lives.
God is not satisfied with outward religious activity.

He desires inward transformation.

WHAT ARE SPIRITUAL IMPURITIES?

Impurities are attitudes, motives, habits, and behaviors that compete with God's rule in our lives.
Some impurities are obvious.

Others remain hidden beneath the surface until the Holy Spirit reveals them.

Often our greatest impurities are not visible to others, but they are always visible to God.

He lovingly brings them into the light because He desires our freedom.



IMPURITY NUMBER ONE

Pride

Proverbs 16:18
""Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall."

Pride was the first sin to enter creation.

It caused Lucifer's rebellion.

It continues to destroy lives, relationships, churches, and ministries today.
Pride causes us to believe we know better than God.

It resists correction.

It seeks recognition.

It compares itself with others.

It takes credit for what God has accomplished.

Humility is not thinking less of yourself.

It is thinking of yourself less and thinking more about God and others.
A humble leader is teachable.

A proud leader is difficult to correct.

Leadership Principle

The higher God promotes a leader, the deeper humility must grow.

IMPURITY NUMBER TWO

Selfish Ambition

Philippians 2:3

""Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves. "

There is a great difference between pursuing God's purpose and pursuing personal success.
Selfish ambition asks,

"What can ministry do for me?"



Kingdom leadership asks,

"How can I glorify Christ and serve His people?"
Jesus washed His disciples' feet.

The King became the servant.

Every Christian leader is called to do the same.
Leadership is not about building our own kingdom.

It is about advancing God's Kingdom.

IMPURITY NUMBER THREE

Fear

2 Timothy 1:7

""For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind."

Fear keeps many believers from obeying God's calling.

Fear says,

"What if I fail?"

Faith says,

"What if God is faithful?"

Fear causes hesitation.

Faith produces obedience.

Many leaders fear rejection, criticism, inadequacy, or failure.
God calls us to trust His presence more than our own abilities.
Courage is not the absence of fear.

It is choosing obedience despite fear.



IMPURITY NUMBER FOUR

Hidden Sin

Psalm 139:23-24
David invited God to search every corner of his heart.
A vessel of honor never says,
"I have nothing to change."
Instead, the mature believer continually asks,
"Lord, what still needs Your transforming grace?"
Hidden sins may include:
* Bitterness
* Unforgiveness
* Envy
* Lust
* Dishonesty
* Greed
* Gossip
* Jealousy
* Secret compromise
* Uncontrolled anger
Nothing remains hidden from the Lord.
The safest place for hidden sin is in the light of repentance.
Confession is not weakness.

It is the doorway to freedom.

IMPURITY NUMBER FIVE

Unforgiveness

Ephesians 4:31-32

Bitterness quietly poisons the heart.



A leader who refuses to forgive cannot effectively lead others toward reconciliation.
Jesus forgave those who crucified Him.

Stephen forgave those who stoned him.

Forgiveness does not excuse wrongdoing.

It releases the burden into God's hands.

A clean heart cannot coexist with persistent bitterness.

IMPURITY NUMBER SIX

Love of the World

1 John 2:15-17

The world constantly offers success without surrender.

Recognition without holiness.

Pleasure without obedience.

Influence without sacrifice.

A vessel of honor cannot love both the Kingdom of God and the values of the world.

Our greatest treasure must always be Christ Himself.

HOW DOES GOD REMOVE IMPURITIES?

The Lord uses many tools in His refining work.

He uses:

His Word to reveal truth.

The Holy Spirit to bring conviction.

Prayer to transform the heart.

Trials to expose hidden attitudes.

Godly leaders to provide correction.

Fellowship to sharpen our character.

Obedience to establish new habits.

Every circumstance becomes part of God's refining process.

Nothing surrendered is ever wasted.



THE PURPOSE OF CONVICTION

Many believers confuse conviction with condemnation.
Condemnation says,

"There is no hope."

Conviction says,

"Come closer to the Father."

The Holy Spirit never exposes sin merely to produce guilt.
He reveals it so He can restore us.

The enemy accuses.

The Holy Spirit restores.

One leads to despair.

The other leads to transformation.

THE EXAMPLE OF ISATIAH

Isaiah 6:5-8
When Isaiah entered God's presence, he immediately became aware of his own uncleanness.
He cried,

"Woe is me! for I am undone..."”

God did not reject Isaiah.

Instead, He cleansed him.

Only after Isaiah was purified did God ask,
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"

Isaiah answered,

""Here am I; send me."

Leadership Principle
God often cleanses a leader before expanding the leader's assignment.

Purity prepares us for service.



MARKS OF A PURIFIED LEADER

A purified leader:
* Welcomes correction.
*  Quickly repents.
* Guards personal integrity.
* Speaks truth with love.
*  Walks in humility.
* Forgives freely.
* Seeks God's glory above personal recognition.
* Lives consistently in both public and private.
* Maintains a teachable spirit.
* Depends upon the Holy Spirit daily.
Purity produces credibility.
Holiness strengthens influence.

Integrity builds trust.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Before leading others, every leader must regularly invite God's examination.
Ask yourself:

Do I make excuses for attitudes that God wants to remove?

Am I more concerned with outward appearance than inward holiness?
When was the last time I sincerely repented?

Do I welcome accountability?

Is there any relationship requiring forgiveness?

Would those closest to me describe me as transparent and trustworthy?

The healthiest leaders never stop growing.

The most mature believers never stop repenting.

PERSONAL REFLECTION

Prayerfully answer these questions.



1. What impurity has the Holy Spirit recently revealed?

2. Is pride affecting my relationships or leadership?

3. Am I carrying unforgiveness toward anyone?

4. What fear is preventing full obedience?

5. What hidden attitude needs to be surrendered today?

6. What practical step of repentance is God asking me to take?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

During this week, intentionally invite the Holy Spirit to examine your heart.
Begin each day by praying Psalm 139:23-24.

Keep a journal and write down every attitude, thought, or habit that the Lord brings to your
attention.

Do not become discouraged when He reveals areas needing change.

Rejoice that the Refiner loves you enough to continue His work.

Choose one impurity that the Holy Spirit has identified.

Study what Scripture says about it.

Confess it honestly before God.

If necessary, seek forgiveness from someone you have wronged.

Replace sinful habits with godly practices.

Ask a mature believer to pray with you and lovingly hold you accountable.
Remember that spiritual maturity is not measured by never needing repentance.

It is measured by responding quickly whenever the Holy Spirit brings conviction.



WEEKLY PRAYER

"Father, thank You for loving me enough to refine my heart. Search every hidden
place within me. Remove pride, selfish ambition, fear, bitterness, hidden sin, and
every motive that does not honor You. Purify my thoughts, my words, my actions, and
my desires. Let the character of Messiah Yahshua become increasingly visible in my
life. Create in me a clean heart, renew a right spirit within me, and make me a vessel
that is holy, trustworthy, and useful for every assignment You have prepared. May
others see Your reflection in me. In the name of Messiah Yahshua, Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Malachi 3:3

"And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi,
and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in
righteousness."’

KEY TRUTH

The Refiner never wastes the fire. Every trial, every conviction, and every act of surrender
removes another impurity and reveals more of the character of Messiah.

A vessel of honor is not one that has never been refined.
It is one that willingly remains in the Refiner's hands until His work is complete.

The Lord is preparing leaders whose hearts are clean, whose motives are pure, whose lives are
holy, and whose greatest desire is to glorify Him in every thought, word, and deed.



LESSON 6

THE CRUCIFIED LIFE

Dying to Self So Messiah May Live Through You

PART 2 — THE BREAKING, SHAPING, AND

PURIFYING OF THE VESSEL

STAGE 2 — THE CRUCIFIED LIFE

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
Galatians 2:20
"I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me."’
Luke 9:23
"If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me."”
Romans 6:6
""Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin."”
Colossians 3:3

""For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Messiah in God."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

The highest calling of every disciple is not simply to receive salvation but to become increasingly

conformed to the image of Messiah Yahshua.
This transformation cannot occur while self remains on the throne.
The Christian life is not about improving the old nature.

It is about living from the new life that God has given us in Messiah.



The cross is not merely the place where Jesus died for us.

It is also the place where our old life was judged and where we learn to surrender ourselves daily
to His Lordship.

The vessel of honor understands that God does not simply want to improve our behavior—He
desires to transform our hearts.

As self decreases, the life of Messiah becomes increasingly visible.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

The cross is not only the doorway into salvation—it is the pathway of discipleship.
Many people desire the blessings of the Kingdom.

Few embrace the cost of following the King.

Jesus never invited people merely to admire Him.

He invited them to follow Him.

Following Messiah requires surrender.

Surrender requires dying to self.

Dying to self allows the life of Messiah to be revealed through us.

The cross is not a symbol of defeat.

It is God's instrument of victory.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE CRUCIFIED
WITH MESSIAH?

Being crucified with Messiah does not mean that we physically die.
Neither does it mean we lose our personality or individuality.

Rather, it means that our old life—dominated by sin, selfishness, pride, and independence—has
been brought under the Lordship of Christ.

Our identity is no longer defined by who we once were.
It is now defined by who we are in Messiah.

The believer no longer asks,

"What do I want?"

Instead, the disciple asks,

"What does my Lord desire?"

The crucified life is a life of continual surrender.



WHAT MUST BE CRUCIFIED?

1. The Old Nature

Romans 6:6
The "old man" refers to the life we lived apart from God.
It was governed by sinful desires, selfish ambition, and independence.

Although believers receive a new nature through the Holy Spirit, we must daily choose to walk
according to that new life.

The old nature continually seeks control.
The Holy Spirit continually calls us to surrender.

Every day we choose which voice we will follow.

Leadership Principle

A leader cannot effectively guide others while allowing the old nature to govern his own life.

2. Self-Will

Luke 22:42
""Not my will, but thine, be done."

These words spoken by Messiah in the Garden of Gethsemane reveal the heart of true
discipleship.

Jesus demonstrated perfect submission to the Father's will.

Likewise, every leader must surrender personal plans whenever they conflict with God's purpose.
Self-will often sounds spiritual.

It says,

"I know what is best."

Faith says,

"Father, Your wisdom is greater than mine."

The crucified life trusts God's plans above personal preferences.



3. Pride

Pride desires recognition.

Humility desires obedience.

Pride seeks applause.

Humility seeks God's approval.

Pride wants influence.

Humility wants faithfulness.

The cross destroys self-exaltation.

At the foot of the cross every believer stands on equal ground.
No one earns God's grace.

Everything we have has been received from Him.

4. The Works of the Flesh

Galatians 5:19-21
The works of the flesh include attitudes and actions that oppose the Spirit of God.
These include:

* Hatred

* Envy

* Jealousy

* Anger

* Division

* Selfish ambition

* Immorality

* Drunkenness

* Idolatry

The crucified life continually rejects these patterns and chooses to walk in obedience to the Holy
Spirit.

Victory over the flesh is not achieved through human effort alone.

It comes through daily dependence upon God's grace.



5. Love of Self

Modern culture encourages self-promotion.
The Kingdom encourages self-sacrifice.

Jesus taught,

"Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake

shall find it."

The paradox of the Kingdom is this:

When we surrender our lives, we discover true life.

When we seek only ourselves, we lose the very purpose for which we were created.

THE EXAMPLE OF MESSIAH YAHSHUA

Jesus is the perfect example of the crucified life.

Although He was the Son of God, He humbled Himself.

He became a servant.

He obeyed the Father completely.

He endured suffering without retaliation.

He forgave His enemies.

He laid down His life willingly.

Philippians 2 teaches that because of His humility, God highly exalted Him.
The pathway to exaltation in God's Kingdom always passes through humility.

THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL

Paul once trusted his education, reputation, and religious achievements.
After meeting Messiah, everything changed.
He declared,

""What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Messiah."

Paul no longer measured success by status.

His greatest desire became knowing Christ.

He willingly endured persecution, imprisonment, hardship, and suffering because his life no

longer belonged to himself.

Paul demonstrates that true freedom comes through complete surrender.



THE DAILY CROSS

Jesus said we must take up our cross daily.

The crucified life is not a one-time decision.

It is renewed every day.

Each morning we choose:

Will I pursue my will or God's will?

Will I seek recognition or faithfulness?

Will I depend upon myself or the Holy Spirit?

Every act of obedience strengthens our walk with God.

Every act of surrender deepens our fellowship with Him.

THE FRUIT OF THE CRUCIFIED LIFE

As self decreases, the Holy Spirit produces His fruit within us.
The crucified believer becomes increasingly marked by:

* Love

* Joy

* Peace

* Patience

* Kindness

* Goodness

* Faithfulness

* Gentleness

* Self-control
These qualities cannot be manufactured by human effort.
They are produced as we abide in Messiah.
The world notices giftedness.

God values fruitfulness.



THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

Following Messiah may involve:
Misunderstanding.

Rejection.

Persecution.

Sacrifice.

Waiting.

Spiritual battles.

Personal inconvenience.

Yet every sacrifice offered to God is temporary.
The rewards of faithfulness are eternal.
Jesus never promised an easy road.

He promised His continual presence.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

A leader who has embraced the cross:

* Does not seek personal glory.

* Serves without demanding recognition.

* Receives correction with humility.

* Loves people sincerely.

* Remains faithful during hardship.

* Places God's will above personal ambition.

* Leads through example rather than position.

* Depends upon prayer more than natural ability.
People may admire talent.

They follow leaders whose lives reflect Messiah.

PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer these questions.



1. What area of self still competes with God's authority?

2. Is there any personal ambition I need to surrender?

3. Do I seek God's approval more than people's approval?

4. How do I respond when my plans are interrupted?

5. What does taking up my cross daily look like in my present season?

6. What changes is the Holy Spirit asking me to make today?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week, intentionally practice daily surrender.

Before beginning each day, kneel in prayer if you are able and dedicate every part of your life to
the Lord.

Whenever you face a decision, pause and ask:
"Does this choice reflect my will, or the will of Messiah?"
Read Galatians 2:20 each morning and evening.
Throughout the day, look for opportunities to place others before yourself.
Choose humility instead of pride.
Choose forgiveness instead of offense.
Choose service instead of recognition.
Choose obedience instead of convenience.
At the end of each day, write in your journal:

* Where did I deny myself today?

* Where did I struggle with self-will?



* How did I experience God's grace?
* What is the Holy Spirit teaching me through today's circumstances?

Remember that every act of surrender strengthens your walk with Christ.

WEEKLY PRAYER

"Father, thank You that through the cross of Messiah Yahshua my old life no longer
has to control me. Teach me to deny myself daily and to follow You with a willing
heart. Crucify every selfish ambition, every proud attitude, every sinful desire, and
every motive that does not honor You. Let the life of Messiah become increasingly
visible in my words, my thoughts, my decisions, and my actions. Fill me with the
power of Your Holy Spirit so that I may live as a faithful servant and a vessel of honor.
May Your will become my greatest desire, and may my life continually bring glory to
Your name. In the name of Messiah Yahshua, Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Galatians 2:20

"I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me."’

KEY TRUTH

The crucified life is not about losing who God created you to be—it is about surrendering
everything that prevents Messiah from living fully through you.

The cross removes the rule of self so the reign of Christ can be established.

The vessel that embraces the cross becomes a vessel that carries God's presence, reflects His
character, and fulfills His purpose.

The more we die to ourselves, the more clearly the world sees the life of Messiah Yahshua
revealed through us.



LESSON 7

BECOMING CLEAN BEFORE THE MASTER

Sanctified for the Master's Use

PART 3 — THE PURIFICATION OF THE
VESSEL

STAGE 3 — BECOMING CLEAN BEFORE THE MASTER

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
2 Timothy 2:20-21

"But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood
and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge
himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the
master's use, and prepared unto every good work."

Psalm 24:3—4

"Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart..."

1 Peter 1:15-16

"But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy."

Hebrews 12:14

""Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

God desires more than gifted servants.

He desires holy servants.



Throughout Scripture, whenever God called men and women into His service, He first called
them to Himself. Before they represented Him publicly, they learned to walk with Him privately.

The vessel of honor is not merely one that has abilities, knowledge, or influence.
It is one that has been set apart for the Master's purposes.

Holiness is not an optional characteristic for Christian leaders.

It is the very atmosphere in which Kingdom leadership flourishes.

Before God fills the vessel, He cleanses it.

Before He entrusts greater responsibility, He sanctifies the heart.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

God cleanses the vessel because He desires His presence to dwell within it.

In the Old Testament, every vessel used in the Tabernacle was consecrated before it was placed
into service.

No ordinary vessel entered the Holy Place.

Everything used in God's service was first washed, dedicated, and set apart.
Likewise, believers have become the temple of the Holy Spirit.

God desires every part of our lives to become a place where His presence is honored.
We do not pursue holiness to earn God's love.

We pursue holiness because we already belong to Him.

WHAT DOES SANCTIFICATION MEAN?

The word sanctified means to be set apart for God's holy purposes.

It speaks of belonging completely to the Lord.

A sanctified life is no longer controlled by the values of this world.

Instead, it is governed by the Word of God and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Sanctification is both:

A Position

When we trust in Messiah Yahshua, God declares us holy because of Christ's finished work.
A Process

Throughout our lives, the Holy Spirit continues transforming us into the image of Messiah.
Every day we become more like Him.

This lifelong work is called sanctification.



WHY HOLINESS MATTERS

Some believe holiness is merely about avoiding sinful behavior.
Biblical holiness is much deeper.

Holiness means belonging entirely to God.
It affects:

Our thoughts.

Our attitudes.

Our speech.

Our relationships.

Our finances.

Our priorities.

Our worship.

Our leadership.

Holiness is not merely what we avoid.

It is the way we live before the Lord.

A holy life demonstrates that Christ truly reigns within us.

CLEAN HANDS AND A PURE HEART

Psalm 24:3—4
David asked:
"Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD?"'

His answer reveals two essential qualities.

Clean Hands

Clean hands represent outward conduct.
They speak of integrity.

Honesty.

Purity.

Justice.



Faithfulness.
Our actions should consistently reflect God's character.
Leaders must live lives worthy of imitation.

People often learn more from what leaders do than from what leaders say.

A Pure Heart

The heart represents our inner life.

It includes:

Our motives.

Our desires.

Our thoughts.

Our intentions.

God is not satisfied with outward obedience alone.

He examines the heart.

A leader may appear successful before people while remaining spiritually unhealthy before God.

The Lord always begins His work within the heart.

THE HEART GOD DESIRES

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly emphasizes the condition of the heart.
He seeks hearts that are:

Humble.

Teachable.

Honest.

Compassionate.

Faithful.

Undivided.

Fully devoted to Him.

The greatest danger in leadership is allowing ministry activity to replace intimacy with God.
A busy leader is not necessarily a holy leader.

God values relationship before responsibility.



GUARDING THE HEART

Proverbs 4:23
""Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life."

The heart is the source of our decisions.

Whatever fills the heart eventually influences our words and actions.
If the heart becomes polluted, leadership becomes unhealthy.
We guard our hearts by:

Daily prayer.

Reading Scripture.

Repentance.

Forgiveness.

Worship.

Obedience.

Healthy fellowship.

Submitting to godly accountability.

What enters the heart eventually shapes the life.

RENEWING THE MIND

Romans 12:2

""Be transformed by the renewing of your mind..."

The battle for holiness often begins in our thinking.
The world continually attempts to shape our values.
The Holy Spirit transforms us through God's truth.
A renewed mind begins to think as Messiah thinks.
It chooses truth over deception.

Faith over fear.

Love over hatred.

Humility over pride.

The more our minds are renewed, the more our lives resemble Christ.



THE POWER OF OUR WORDS

James 3

James compares the tongue to the rudder of a ship.
Though small, it directs the course of the entire vessel.
Leadership requires disciplined speech.

A holy leader speaks:

Truth.

Grace.

Encouragement.

Wisdom.

Correction with love.

Words can heal.

Words can wound.

Words reveal the condition of the heart.

The Holy Spirit desires to sanctify our speech just as much as our actions.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — ISAIAH

When Isaiah entered the presence of God, he immediately became aware of his own uncleanness.
He cried:

"Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips..."

Rather than rejecting Isaiah, the Lord cleansed him.
Only after purification did God ask:
"Whom shall I send?""

Isaiah answered:

"Here am I; send me."

Leadership Principle

God prepares the messenger before entrusting the message.



BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — JOSHUA THE
HIGH PRIEST

Zechariah 3:1-5

Joshua stood before the Lord wearing filthy garments.

The filthy garments represented sin and uncleanness.

God removed the filthy garments and clothed him with clean garments.

Only then was Joshua commissioned for service.

Leadership Principle
God removes what defiles before He entrusts greater responsibility.
Grace cleanses us.

Holiness prepares us.

MARKS OF A CLEAN VESSEL

A vessel becoming clean before the Master demonstrates:
A tender conscience.

Quick repentance.

Love for God's Word.

Faithfulness in private life.

Integrity in relationships.

Purity in speech.

Compassion toward others.

Humility.

Teachability.

A growing love for God's presence.
These qualities cannot be manufactured.

They are produced through daily fellowship with Christ.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Leadership without holiness eventually loses credibility.



People may admire giftedness.

They trust integrity.

The Lord is looking for leaders who live consistently whether anyone is watching or not.
Ask yourself:

Am I more concerned with reputation than character?

Do I guard my private life as carefully as my public life?

Is my relationship with God growing deeper?

Would those closest to me describe me as holy, humble, and trustworthy?

The healthiest leaders never stop allowing God to cleanse them.

PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer the following questions.

1. Is there any area of my life that I have not fully surrendered to God?

2. Are my motives pure when I serve?

3. What thoughts or attitudes need to be brought under Christ's authority?

4. Do my words consistently reflect the character of Messiah?

5. How am I intentionally guarding my heart each day?

6. What changes is the Holy Spirit calling me to make this week?



PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week, dedicate time each day to examining your heart before the Lord.
Begin by reading Psalm 24 and Psalm 51.

Ask the Holy Spirit to search every area of your life.

Pay careful attention to your words, thoughts, attitudes, and motives.

Whenever the Holy Spirit brings conviction, respond immediately with repentance and
obedience.

Choose one spiritual discipline to strengthen this week:
* Extended prayer.
* Scripture meditation.
* Fasting.
*  Worship.
* Serving someone anonymously.
* Seeking reconciliation in a broken relationship.
* Memorizing God's Word.

Remember that holiness grows through daily obedience rather than occasional spiritual
experiences.

Keep a journal throughout the week and record:
*  What the Holy Spirit revealed.
* Areas where victory was experienced.
* Scriptures that encouraged you.

* Practical ways you are becoming more like Messiah.

WEEKLY PRAYER

""Heavenly Father, thank You for calling me to belong completely to You. Create in me
a clean heart and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Wash away every attitude,
motive, and desire that does not reflect the character of Messiah Yahshua. Teach me to
guard my heart, renew my mind, and honor You with my words and actions. Sanctify
every area of my life so that I may become a vessel fit for the Master's use. May Your
holiness be seen in my daily walk, my leadership, and my relationships. Let my
greatest desire always be to know You, love You, and faithfully represent You. In the
name of Messiah Yahshua, Amen."



MEMORY VERSE

2 Timothy 2:21

"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work."

KEY TRUTH

God does not simply prepare leaders to accomplish His work—He prepares leaders to reflect His
holiness.

A clean vessel is a useful vessel.
A sanctified heart becomes a dwelling place for God's presence.
The Lord is not searching for perfect people.

He is searching for surrendered men and women who continually allow the Holy Spirit to cleanse,
transform, and set them apart for His glory.

The vessel that remains clean before the Master will be ready whenever the Master chooses to
pour out His life through it.

LESSON 8

OVERCOMING SIN AND THE FLESH

Walking in the Victory of the Holy Spirit

PART 3 — THE PURIFICATION OF THE
VESSEL

STAGE 3 — OVERCOMING SIN AND THE FLESH

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
Romans 6:6-14



""Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin... Likewise reckon ye also yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Messiah Yahshua our Lord."

Galatians 5:16
"This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh."

Galatians 5:24-25

"And they that are Messiah's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit."

1 Corinthians 10:13

""There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful... who will with the temptation also make a way to escape...”

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

Every disciple who desires to become a vessel of honor must learn to overcome the continual
battle between the flesh and the Spirit.

Although believers have been redeemed through the blood of Messiah Yahshua, they still face
daily choices. We are called to reject the desires of the sinful nature and to yield ourselves to the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Victory over sin is not achieved by human determination alone.

It is the result of abiding in Christ, walking in obedience, depending upon the Holy Spirit, and
applying the truth of God's Word.

God has not called His people to live in continual defeat.
He has called us to walk in freedom.

The purpose of this lesson is not to produce guilt but to teach believers how to live victoriously
through the power God has already provided.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

Sin may remain a battle, but it no longer has to remain our master.
Before salvation we were slaves to sin.

After salvation we become servants of righteousness.

The presence of temptation does not mean we have failed.

Victory is found in choosing obedience through the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.



God never commands what He does not also empower.

UNDERSTANDING THE FLESH

The Bible uses the word flesh to describe the fallen human nature that seeks independence from
God.

The flesh is not simply our physical body.

It is the sinful tendency to satisfy ourselves apart from God's will.
The flesh resists:

God's authority.

God's truth.

God's timing.

God's holiness.

The Holy Spirit continually leads us in the opposite direction.

This creates an ongoing spiritual conflict within every believer.

THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE FLESH AND
THE SPIRIT

Galatians 5:17
""For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh..."

Every Christian experiences this struggle.

Even the Apostle Paul described his desire to obey God while recognizing the weakness of the
flesh.

The presence of this battle does not prove spiritual failure.

It proves that new life has begun.

The unbeliever often follows the flesh without resistance.

The disciple senses the Holy Spirit calling them toward holiness.

Victory comes by choosing to follow the Spirit daily.



THE NATURE OF SIN

Sin is more than outward actions.

It begins within the heart.

Jesus taught that sinful words, actions, and behaviors flow from inward attitudes and desires.
Sin separates people from fellowship with God.

It damages relationships.

It weakens our testimony.

It clouds spiritual discernment.

It hinders effective ministry.

The Lord desires not only to forgive sin but also to transform the heart from which sin originates.

THE WORKS OF THE FLESH

Galatians 5:19-21

Paul lists many expressions of the flesh, including:
Sexual immorality.

Impurity.

Hatred.

Jealousy.

Fits of anger.

Selfish ambition.

Division.

Envy.

Drunkenness.

And other behaviors that oppose God's character.
These actions reveal what happens when self rules the heart.

God calls us to continually surrender these desires to Him.



THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Galatians 5:22-23

As we walk in the Spirit, He produces:

Love.

Joy.

Peace.

Patience.

Kindness.

Goodness.

Faithfulness.

Gentleness.

Self-control.

Notice that fruit grows naturally from a healthy tree.
Likewise, spiritual fruit grows as we remain connected to Messiah.
We do not manufacture the fruit.

The Holy Spirit produces it within surrendered lives.

THE PROCESS OF OVERCOMING SIN

1. Recognize Sin

Victory begins with honesty.

We cannot overcome what we refuse to acknowledge.

The Holy Spirit faithfully reveals attitudes and behaviors that need to change.
Never ignore conviction.

Conviction is evidence of God's love.

2. Confess Sin

1 John 1:9

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness."



Confession means agreeing with God about our sin.
It is not making excuses.
It is not blaming others.
It is humble repentance.

God promises forgiveness and cleansing to those who come honestly before Him.

3. Repent

Repentance is more than feeling sorry.

It means changing direction.

It involves turning away from sin and turning toward God.
True repentance produces changed behavior.

The Holy Spirit empowers us to walk in newness of life.

4. Receive God's Cleansing

Many believers struggle because they continue carrying guilt after God has forgiven them.
When God forgives, He restores fellowship.
Do not allow the enemy to keep you imprisoned by past failures.

Accept God's forgiveness with gratitude and continue walking forward.

5. Walk in the Spirit

Victory is maintained by continual dependence upon the Holy Spirit.
Walking in the Spirit means:

Listening to His voice.

Obeying His prompting.

Remaining in God's Word.

Maintaining a life of prayer.

Fellowshipping with other believers.

Choosing obedience one step at a time.

The Spirit supplies strength for every act of obedience.



GOD ALWAYS PROVIDES A WAY OF
ESCAPE

1 Corinthians 10:13

Temptation itself is not sin.

Jesus was tempted in every way, yet without sin.

When temptation comes, God promises that He will provide a way to remain faithful.
That escape may involve:

Leaving a harmful situation.

Seeking accountability.

Turning immediately to prayer.

Quoting Scripture.

Confessing temptation before it grows stronger.

The wise disciple prepares for temptation before temptation arrives.

THE ARMOR OF GOD

Ephesians 6:10-18

God has not left His people defenseless.

He provides spiritual armor for every believer.
Truth guards the mind.

Righteousness protects the heart.

The Gospel gives stability.

Faith extinguishes the enemy's attacks.
Salvation guards our identity.

The Word of God becomes our spiritual sword.
Prayer keeps us connected to God's strength.
Leaders who neglect these spiritual disciplines become vulnerable.

Those who daily put on the armor remain prepared for spiritual battle.



BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — JOSEPH

Joseph faced powerful temptation in Potiphar's house.
Rather than compromise, he fled.
He valued holiness more than temporary pleasure.

Although obedience resulted in imprisonment, God honored Joseph's integrity.

Leadership Principle

Sometimes victory requires running away from temptation rather than trying to prove our
strength.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — DAVID

David failed morally because he remained where he should not have been.

His failure reminds us that even godly leaders are capable of falling if they neglect vigilance.
Yet David also demonstrates the power of genuine repentance.

He confessed his sin.

He humbled himself.

He sought God's mercy.

God forgave him, though consequences remained.

Leadership Principle
No believer is beyond temptation.

No repentant believer is beyond God's mercy.

THE ROLE OF ACCOUNTABILITY

God never intended believers to fight spiritual battles alone.
Healthy accountability protects leaders from isolation.
Trusted spiritual mentors provide:

Encouragement.

Correction.

Wisdom.

Prayer.



Support.
Isolation often strengthens temptation.

Biblical community strengthens perseverance.

MARKS OF A VICTORIOUS BELIEVER

A believer walking in victory:
Responds quickly to conviction.
Lives transparently.

Confesses sin honestly.
Practices daily repentance.
Depends upon the Holy Spirit.
Values holiness above convenience.
Seeks accountability.

Studies God's Word faithfully.
Perseveres after failure.
Extends grace to others.
Victory is not sinless perfection.

Victory is faithful dependence upon Christ.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Leaders influence others whether intentionally or unintentionally.
Personal holiness strengthens public ministry.

Private compromise weakens spiritual authority.

Ask yourself:

Am I feeding my spirit more than my flesh?

Are there habits that make temptation stronger?

Do I regularly invite accountability?

Am I teaching others what I myself refuse to practice?

The greatest leaders never stop guarding their own hearts.



PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer these questions.

1. What recurring temptation do I need to surrender completely?

2. What situations make me spiritually vulnerable?

3. Do I respond quickly when the Holy Spirit convicts me?

4. Who provides spiritual accountability in my life?

5. Which fruit of the Spirit does God most desire to develop in me?

6. What practical step will I take this week to strengthen my walk with Christ?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week intentionally strengthen your spiritual disciplines.

Each morning:

Read Galatians 5 and Romans 6.

Pray before beginning your day.

Ask the Holy Spirit to guide every decision.

Identify one area where temptation frequently appears.

Develop a practical plan to avoid unnecessary temptation.

Memorize one verse that directly addresses your greatest spiritual struggle.

Contact a trusted mature believer and ask them to pray with you throughout the week.
Each evening ask yourself:

Where did I experience victory today?



Where did I struggle?

What did the Holy Spirit teach me?

How can I respond with greater obedience tomorrow?
Remember:

Every act of obedience strengthens spiritual maturity.

Every victory begins with dependence upon God.

WEEKLY PRAYER

"Heavenly Father, thank You that through Messiah Yahshua I am no longer a slave to
sin. Fill me afresh with Your Holy Spirit each day. Strengthen me to resist temptation,
to walk in obedience, and to choose holiness above the desires of the flesh. Renew my
mind with Your Word. Guard my heart from compromise. Produce within me the
fruit of Your Spirit so that my life reflects the beauty of Messiah. Give me wisdom to
recognize temptation, courage to choose obedience, and humility to remain
accountable. May my life become a testimony of Your transforming power and a
vessel fit for the Master's use. In the name of Messiah Yahshua, Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Galatians 5:16
"This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh."

KEY TRUTH

Victory over sin is not accomplished by greater human effort—it is accomplished by greater
surrender to the Holy Spirit.

The vessel of honor is not the believer who never faces temptation.

It is the believer who continually chooses Christ over self, truth over compromise, and obedience
over sin.

As we daily walk in the Spirit, the power of sin loses its control, the character of Messiah becomes
increasingly visible, and God prepares us for greater usefulness in His Kingdom.



LESSON 9

DEVELOPING CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER

Becoming Like the Master We Serve

PART 3 — THE PURIFICATION OF THE
VESSEL

STAGE 3 — DEVELOPING CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
Romans 8:29

""For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son..."

Philippians 2:5

""Let this mind be in you, which was also in Messiah Yahshua."

Galatians 4:19
"My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Messiah be formed in you."

2 Peter 1:5-8

""And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge..."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

The ultimate goal of Christian leadership is not merely to become a successful leader.
It is to become a faithful reflection of Messiah Yahshua.

God's greatest work in our lives is not building our ministry.



It is building our character.

Character is what we become while God prepares us for the assignments He has planned.
Many people admire gifts.

God examines character.

Many desire influence.

God develops integrity.

The Lord is not looking for impressive personalities.

He is looking for surrendered hearts through which the character of Christ can be seen.

The vessel of honor is recognized not by personal greatness but by increasing likeness to Messiah.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

God is more concerned about who we are becoming than what we are accomplishing.
Achievements may impress people.

Character pleases God.

Gifts may open doors.

Character determines whether we remain trustworthy once those doors open.

Throughout Scripture, God consistently developed the heart of the servant before enlarging the
servant's influence.

The greater the assignment, the greater the need for Christlike character.

WHAT IS CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER?

Christlike character is the continual work of the Holy Spirit transforming our attitudes, motives,
thoughts, words, and actions until they increasingly resemble Messiah Yahshua.

Character is revealed when:

No one is watching.

We experience disappointment.

We receive criticism.

We face temptation.

We are treated unfairly.

We experience success.

True character is not determined by circumstances.

It is revealed through them.



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GIFTS AND
CHARACTER

A person may possess remarkable gifts while lacking spiritual maturity.
Spiritual gifts are given by God.

Character is developed with God.

A gift may be received immediately.

Character grows through years of obedience.

The Holy Spirit distributes gifts according to His will.

Character develops through daily surrender.

God desires both spiritual gifts and spiritual maturity.

Without character, giftedness can become dangerous.

Without humility, influence often becomes destructive.

The healthiest leaders continually allow God to develop both.

THE CHARACTER OF MESSIAH

Everything we become is measured against the life of Messiah Yahshua.

He is our perfect example.

1. Humility

Philippians 2:5-8

Although Messiah possessed all authority, He humbled Himself.
He chose servanthood.

He obeyed the Father completely.

He never used His position to exalt Himself.

Leadership Principle
True leaders do not seek to be served.

They gladly serve others.



2. Love

John 13:34-35

Jesus loved people sacrificially.

He loved His disciples.

He loved sinners.

He loved His enemies.

Biblical love is not merely emotion.

It is choosing another person's highest good according to God's truth.

Love becomes the foundation of all Kingdom leadership.

3. Compassion

Matthew 9:36

Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw hurting people.

He did not merely observe suffering.

He responded.

Compassion causes leaders to care deeply about people rather than simply completing tasks.

The Kingdom is built through loving people.

4. Obedience

Hebrews 5:8

Messiah obeyed the Father even when obedience required suffering.
Obedience demonstrates trust.
Partial obedience is still disobedience.

The vessel of honor follows God's Word whether obedience is convenient or costly.

5. Servanthood

Mark 10:45

""For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister..."



The greatest leader became the greatest servant.
Kingdom leadership is measured by faithfulness, not status.

Leaders who serve reflect the heart of Christ.

6. Faithfulness

Luke 16:10

Faithfulness begins in small responsibilities.

God watches how we handle today's assignment before entrusting tomorrow's opportunities.
Faithfulness is often demonstrated through ordinary obedience.

Little acts of faith prepare us for greater assignments.

7. Integrity

Integrity means living consistently.
The same person in public.

The same person in private.

The same person at church.

The same person at home.
Integrity removes hypocrisy.

It builds trust.

God values integrity above appearance.

8. Forgiveness

Jesus forgave those who crucified Him.

Stephen forgave those who stoned him.

Forgiveness reflects the mercy we ourselves have received.

Leaders who refuse to forgive eventually become imprisoned by bitterness.

Christlike character always chooses mercy.



9. Patience

God patiently works with His children.

Likewise, leaders must patiently work with people.
Spiritual growth rarely happens overnight.

Patient leaders create environments where disciples can mature over time.

10. Courage
Biblical courage is not the absence of fear.
It is choosing obedience despite fear.

Joshua, David, Peter, Paul, and countless others demonstrated courage because they trusted
God's presence more than their circumstances.

THE FRUIT OF A MATURE BELIEVER

As the Holy Spirit develops Christlike character, believers become increasingly marked by:
Humility instead of pride.

Love instead of selfishness.

Joy instead of discouragement.

Peace instead of anxiety.

Patience instead of frustration.

Kindness instead of harshness.

Faithfulness instead of inconsistency.

Gentleness instead of control.

Self-control instead of impulsiveness.

Character becomes the evidence that God is transforming the heart.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — JOSEPH

Joseph demonstrated remarkable character throughout years of suffering.
He remained faithful while forgotten.
He remained pure while tempted.

He remained humble after promotion.



He forgave those who betrayed him.

His character was prepared long before he ruled Egypt.

Leadership Principle

Promotion reveals the character that preparation has produced.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — DANIEL

Daniel lived with integrity in a culture opposed to God.
He remained faithful in prayer.

He refused compromise.

He honored God before kings.

His consistency gave credibility to his witness.

Leadership Principle

Character allows believers to remain faithful even in hostile environments.

HOW CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER IS
DEVELOPED

God develops character through:
Daily fellowship with Him.
Studying Scripture.

Prayer.

Obedience.

Trials.

Correction.

Serving others.

Waiting.

Repentance.

Faithfulness in small things.
Every circumstance becomes another opportunity for spiritual growth.

Nothing is wasted in God's hands.



SIGNS OF GROWING SPIRITUAL
MATURITY

Ask yourself:

Am I easier to correct than I was a year ago?

Do I forgive more quickly?

Am I becoming more patient?

Do I respond with greater humility?

Is my prayer life growing deeper?

Do I love difficult people more sincerely?

Do I trust God more during hardship?

Am I more concerned with pleasing God than impressing people?

If the answer to these questions is increasingly yes, Christ is being formed within you.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

The greatest influence a leader possesses is not personality.
It is character.

People eventually discover who we truly are.

Leadership built upon charisma eventually fades.
Leadership built upon Christlike character endures.
Never sacrifice character for opportunity.

Never compromise holiness for influence.

Never trade integrity for success.

God can restore lost opportunities.

He desires us to carefully guard our character.

PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer these questions.

1. Which characteristic of Messiah is growing strongest in my life?



2. Which characteristic most needs development?

3. How do I usually respond to correction?

4. Am I becoming more like Messiah in my relationships?

5. What trial is God using to shape my character today?

6. What practical change is the Holy Spirit asking me to make this week?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week, intentionally focus on one character quality that the Holy Spirit wants to strengthen.
Each morning:

Read Philippians 2.

Pray for the mind of Messiah.

Throughout the day, look for opportunities to practice that quality.
If God is developing humility, choose unnoticed service.

If patience, refuse to complain during delays.

If forgiveness, release past offenses.

If kindness, intentionally encourage someone.

If faithfulness, complete every responsibility with excellence.

At the end of each day, journal:

How did I reflect the character of Christ today?

Where did I struggle?

What lesson is God teaching me?

How can I better reflect Messiah tomorrow?

Remember that Christlike character is formed one act of obedience at a time.



WEEKLY PRAYER

""Heavenly Father, thank You for calling me not only to serve You but to become like
Your Son. Form within me the character of Messiah Yahshua. Teach me humility
when pride arises, patience when I am tested, love when I am offended, faithfulness
when I grow weary, courage when I face opposition, and obedience in every
circumstance. Let my thoughts, my words, my attitudes, and my actions reflect Your
heart. Continue shaping me into a vessel of honor whose life points others to Christ.
May my greatest desire be to glorify You in all I do. In the name of Messiah Yahshua,
Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Philippians 2:5

""Let this mind be in you, which was also in Messiah Yahshua."

KEY TRUTH

God's greatest work is not making us famous—it is making us faithful.
Character is the foundation upon which lasting ministry is built.
The vessel of honor becomes increasingly useful because the life of Messiah is increasingly visible.

As Christ is formed within us, we become leaders who serve with humility, love with sincerity,
obey with joy, endure with faithfulness, and reflect the glory of God wherever He sends us.

LESSON 10
THE INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT

The Divine Presence Living Within the Vessel



PART 4 — THE FILLED VESSEL

STAGE 4 — THE FILLING OF THE VESSEL

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
John 14:16-17

""And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth..."

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

"What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you... and
ye are not your own?"

Romans 8:9-11

""Now if any man have not the Spirit of Messiah, he is none of his..."

Ephesians 5:18

"And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

After God calls, breaks, purifies, and sanctifies His people, He desires to fill them with His own
Spirit.

A vessel is not valuable simply because it is clean.

It becomes useful when it is filled.

Throughout Scripture, God never intended His servants to minister in their own strength.
Every assignment He gives requires supernatural power.

The Holy Spirit is God's gift to every believer.

He is not merely an influence.

He is not simply an emotion.

He is not an impersonal force.

He is the third Person of the Godhead, sent by the Father through Messiah Yahshua to dwell
within every believer.

The Holy Spirit transforms ordinary people into faithful witnesses, courageous disciples,
compassionate servants, and effective leaders.

Without Him, ministry becomes human effort.



With Him, ministry becomes the work of God through surrendered lives.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

God never asks us to accomplish His work without first giving us His Spirit.
Before Pentecost, the disciples often struggled with fear, misunderstanding, and weakness.

After they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they boldly proclaimed the Gospel, endured
persecution, demonstrated supernatural love, and transformed the world through the power of
God.

The difference was not greater education.
It was the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
The vessel of honor is not called to imitate Christ by human effort alone.

The Holy Spirit lives within us to reproduce the life of Christ through us.

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

The Holy Spirit is fully God.

He possesses personality.

He speaks.

He teaches.

He leads.

He comforts.

He convicts.

He empowers.

He intercedes.

He can be grieved.

He can be obeyed.

The Holy Spirit is not simply something we receive.
He is Someone with whom we walk in daily fellowship.
Christian leadership is not learning to use the Holy Spirit.

It is learning to yield to Him.



THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLS WITHIN
EVERY BELIEVER

1 Corinthians 6:19

Paul teaches that believers have become the temple of the Holy Spirit.

In the Old Testament, God's presence dwelt within the Tabernacle and later within the Temple.
Today, through Messiah Yahshua, God has chosen to dwell within His people.
This changes everything.

We never serve alone.

We never pray alone.

We never face trials alone.

The Spirit of God lives within us.

Because His presence dwells within us, our lives become sacred.

Every thought.

Every word.

Every action.

Every relationship.

Every decision becomes an opportunity to honor the One who lives within us.

THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. He Gives New Life

John 3:5-6

The Holy Spirit brings spiritual birth.

Without Him, no one can enter the Kingdom of God.
Salvation is not merely a change of behavior.

It is the miracle of new life.



2. He Convicts of Sin

John 16:8

The Holy Spirit lovingly reveals sin so that we may experience repentance and restoration.
His conviction always leads us toward God's mercy.

The enemy condemns.

The Holy Spirit restores.

3. He Teaches Truth

John 14:26

The Holy Spirit helps believers understand God's Word.
He illuminates Scripture.

He reminds us of Christ's teachings.

He gives wisdom for daily living.

A Spirit-filled leader remains teachable throughout life.

4. He Guides Believers

Romans 8:14
""For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."

God desires to lead His people.
The Holy Spirit directs our steps.
He gives discernment.

He warns.

He opens doors.

He closes doors.

Learning to recognize His voice becomes essential for every leader.

5. He Produces Christlike Character
The Holy Spirit forms within us:



Love.

Joy.

Peace.

Patience.

Kindness.

Goodness.

Faithfulness.

Gentleness.

Self-control.

His greatest work is not merely empowering ministry.

His greatest work is transforming people.

6. He Gives Spiritual Gifts

Every believer receives gifts for serving the Body of Christ.
These gifts are never given to promote ourselves.
They exist to build up others and glorify God.

The healthiest leaders remember that gifts function best when supported by Christlike character.

7. He Gives Power for Witness

Acts 1:8

""But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me..."

The Holy Spirit empowers believers to proclaim the Gospel with boldness.
Evangelism is not dependent upon personality.

It depends upon the empowering presence of God.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
INDWELLING AND BEING FILLED

Every believer receives the Holy Spirit at salvation.



Yet Scripture repeatedly encourages believers to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit.
The indwelling Spirit gives us new life.

The filling of the Spirit enables us to live under His continual influence.

Being filled is not receiving more of the Holy Spirit.

It is allowing the Holy Spirit to have more of us.

As surrender increases, His influence becomes increasingly evident.

WHAT HINDERS THE HOLY SPIRIT'S
WORK?

Scripture warns believers not to:

Grieve the Holy Spirit through disobedience.
Quench the Holy Spirit through unbelief.
Resist the Holy Spirit through stubbornness.
Ignore His conviction.

Neglect prayer.

Neglect God's Word.

Harbor unforgiveness.

Persist in hidden sin.

The Holy Spirit desires complete fellowship with surrendered believers.

HOW TO LIVE FILLED WITH THE HOLY
SPIRIT

Remain in God's Word daily.

Pray continually.

Respond immediately to conviction.
Practice regular repentance.

Walk in obedience.

Worship sincerely.

Serve others humbly.

Maintain fellowship with mature believers.



Yield every area of life to God's leadership.
The Spirit-filled life is not an occasional experience.

It becomes a daily lifestyle.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — PETER

Before Pentecost, Peter often acted impulsively.

He denied Messiah during His trial.

After being filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly preached before thousands.
He healed the sick.

He endured persecution with courage.

He faithfully shepherded the early church.

The difference was not Peter's personality.

It was the Holy Spirit working through a surrendered life.

Leadership Principle

God often accomplishes extraordinary things through ordinary people who are filled with His

Spirit.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — STEPHEN

Acts describes Stephen as:

A man full of faith.

Full of wisdom.

Full of the Holy Spirit.

Even while facing death, Stephen reflected the character of Christ.
He forgave his persecutors.

He remained faithful.

The Holy Spirit gave him supernatural peace.

Leadership Principle
The Spirit not only empowers us to serve.

He empowers us to endure faithfully.



MARKS OF A SPIRIT-FILLED LEADER

A Spirit-filled leader:

Depends upon prayer.

Loves God's Word.

Responds quickly to conviction.

Displays the fruit of the Spirit.

Exercises spiritual gifts with humility.

Lives in obedience.

Serves joyfully.

Seeks God's glory rather than personal recognition.

Leads people toward Christ rather than toward themselves.

Remains teachable throughout life.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Every leader must honestly ask:

Am I depending upon my abilities more than the Holy Spirit?

Do I spend as much time praying as I do preparing?

Am I sensitive to the Spirit's prompting?

Do others recognize the fruit of the Spirit in my life?

Am I serving from intimacy with God or merely from responsibility?
Healthy leadership always flows from abiding in Christ.

Power without intimacy eventually becomes empty activity.

PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer these questions.

1. Am I consciously depending upon the Holy Spirit each day?

2. How does the Holy Spirit usually speak to me?



3. What areas of my life still resist His leadership?

4. Which fruit of the Spirit is growing most noticeably?

5. Which fruit needs greater development?

6. How can I become more sensitive to His leading this week?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week, intentionally practice walking with the Holy Spirit.
Begin each morning by surrendering your entire day to Him.
Pray:

"Holy Spirit, lead me today. Teach me. Correct me. Empower me. Help me glorify Messiah in
every conversation, every decision, and every opportunity."

Before making important decisions, pause and pray for His wisdom.
Read John 14-16 and Romans 8 throughout the week.

Record in your journal:

How did I sense the Holy Spirit leading me today?

Did I obey His prompting?

Did I ignore His conviction?

What fruit of the Spirit became evident today?

Where is God inviting me to greater surrender?

The goal is not merely to study the Holy Spirit.

The goal is to walk with Him daily.

WEEKLY PRAYER

"Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of Your Holy Spirit. Thank You that I am
never alone and that Your presence now dwells within me through Messiah Yahshua.



Fill me afresh each day. Teach me to recognize Your voice, to obey Your leading, and
to depend upon Your strength instead of my own. Produce within me the fruit of the
Spirit, strengthen me to fulfill every assignment You have prepared, and help me
faithfully represent Christ in every area of my life. May my life become a vessel
through which Your presence, Your love, and Your power flow to others. In the name
of Messiah Yahshua, Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Ephesians 5:18

"And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit."

KEY TRUTH

The vessel of honor is not merely clean—it is filled with the life and presence of God.

The Holy Spirit transforms ordinary believers into faithful disciples, courageous leaders,
compassionate servants, and powerful witnesses.

As we continually surrender to His leadership, the character of Messiah is formed within us, the
gifts of the Spirit are exercised with humility, and God's Kingdom advances through lives fully
yielded to His presence.

The greatest qualification for Christian leadership is not human ability—it is a life continually
filled with the Holy Spirit.

LESSON 11

WALKING IN SPIRITUAL POWER

Living Under the Authority and Empowerment of the Holy
Spirit



PART 4 — THE FILLED VESSEL

STAGE 4 — WALKING IN SPIRITUAL POWER

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
Acts 1:8

""But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me..."

Luke 24:49

"And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high."

Zechariah 4:6
""Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts."

John 15:5

"I am the vine, ye are the branches... for without me ye can do nothing."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

One of the greatest dangers in Christian leadership is attempting to accomplish God's work
through human strength.

Many people possess natural ability, intelligence, education, charisma, and organizational skills.
While these are valuable gifts, none of them can replace the supernatural power of the Holy
Spirit.

God never intended His Kingdom to advance through human effort alone.

From the beginning of Scripture to the Book of Acts, every great movement of God was
accomplished because ordinary people depended upon His Spirit.

The Lord is not searching for impressive people.
He is searching for surrendered people through whom His power can flow.
A vessel of honor understands that spiritual power is never for personal recognition.

It is always given so that Christ may be glorified, the Gospel proclaimed, and people brought into
the Kingdom of God.



FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

God's work must always be accomplished by God's power.

When believers depend upon themselves, ministry becomes exhausting.
When believers depend upon the Holy Spirit, ministry becomes fruitful.
The Holy Spirit supplies strength that human effort can never produce.
He gives wisdom beyond education.

Peace beyond circumstances.

Boldness beyond personality.

Love beyond human ability.

Endurance beyond natural strength.

Every assignment God gives comes with the grace necessary to complete it.

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL POWER?

Spiritual power is the supernatural ability given by the Holy Spirit to accomplish God's will.
It is not emotional excitement.

It is not personal charisma.

It is not the ability to control others.

Spiritual power is God's presence working through surrendered lives.
It enables believers to:

Proclaim the Gospel.

Live holy lives.

Love difficult people.

Resist temptation.

Pray with authority.

Discern truth from error.

Serve faithfully.

Persevere through suffering.

Make disciples.

Build up the Body of Christ.

True spiritual power always points people to Messiah Yahshua rather than to the individual being
used.



WHY DID JESUS TELL THE DISCIPLES TO
WAIT?

After His resurrection, Jesus could have immediately sent His disciples into the world.

Instead, He instructed them to wait in Jerusalem until they were clothed with power from on
high.

Why?

Because the assignment was greater than their natural ability.

The Gospel would spread across nations.

The early church would face persecution.

Miracles would occur.

Lives would be transformed.

Only the Holy Spirit could empower them for such a mission.

Their waiting demonstrated dependence.

Likewise, today's leaders must never rush ahead of God's empowerment.
Prayer must always precede ministry.

Dependence must always precede activity.

THE SOURCE OF OUR POWER

Our power does not come from:
Education.

Personality.

Experience.

Popularity.

Financial resources.

Position.

Titles.

It comes from the Holy Spirit.

The Apostle Paul reminded the church:

"My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power." (1 Corinthians 2:4)

God delights in using weak people who depend completely upon Him.

When His power is displayed, He alone receives the glory.



THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL POWER

1. Power to Witness

Acts 1:8

The first purpose of spiritual power is to proclaim Messiah Yahshua boldly.

The Holy Spirit gives believers courage to share the Gospel despite fear, opposition, or rejection.
Every Christian is called to be Christ's witness.

Not everyone has the same gift, but every believer has the same mission.

2. Power to Live Holy

The Holy Spirit not only empowers ministry.
He empowers obedience.

He enables believers to overcome sin.

To forgive.

To love.

To endure.

To remain faithful.

The greatest miracle is a transformed life.

3. Power to Serve Others
Spiritual power is never self-centered.
Jesus used His authority to heal the sick, comfort the broken, teach truth, and serve people.

Spirit-filled leaders use God's power to build others up rather than to elevate themselves.

4. Power to Endure Trials

The early church faced imprisonment, persecution, rejection, and suffering.
Yet they continued proclaiming Christ with joy.

The Holy Spirit strengthened them during every hardship.



God's power is often most visible when His people remain faithful during difficult seasons.

SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY

Authority and power are related but not identical.
Power refers to God's ability working through us.
Authority refers to the right God gives us to act in His name.

A police officer may not possess the physical strength to stop traffic, yet authority allows others to
respond.

Likewise, believers minister under the authority of Messiah Yahshua.
Our confidence rests not in ourselves but in the One who has sent us.

True authority is always exercised with humility, love, and submission to God's Word.

THE DANGER OF COUNTERFEIT POWER

Scripture warns that not every supernatural experience comes from God.

Jesus taught that false prophets and false teachers would perform signs intended to deceive.
Therefore, every believer must test spiritual experiences according to Scripture.
True spiritual power will always:

Glorify Messiah.

Agree with God's Word.

Produce holy living.

Lead people toward repentance.

Demonstrate love.

Promote humility.

Counterfeit power seeks:

Personal fame.

Control.

Manipulation.

Financial gain.

False teaching.

Spiritual maturity requires discernment.



THE ROLE OF FAITH

Faith is trusting God enough to obey Him.

God often calls His servants to step forward before they see the outcome.
Peter stepped onto the water.

David faced Goliath.

Joshua crossed the Jordan.

The disciples preached despite persecution.

Faith does not ignore difficulty.

Faith believes God remains faithful despite difficulty.

The Holy Spirit strengthens believers to walk by faith rather than by sight.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — PETER AND JOHN

Acts 3
Peter and John encountered a man crippled from birth.
Peter declared:

"Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee..."

The man was healed through the authority of Messiah Yahshua.
Peter immediately directed all glory to Christ.

Leadership Principle

The vessel must never take credit for what only God can accomplish.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — PAUL

Throughout his ministry, Paul experienced miracles, healings, deliverance, and remarkable
demonstrations of God's power.

Yet he continually described himself as a servant.
He refused to exalt himself.
He pointed every church back to Christ.

His life reminds us that the greatest evidence of spiritual maturity is humility.



HOW TO WALK IN SPIRITUAL POWER

Remain close to Christ.

Pray continually.

Study God's Word faithfully.

Walk in holiness.

Obey immediately.

Stay filled with the Holy Spirit.

Serve others humbly.

Remain accountable.

Give God all the glory.

Depend upon grace rather than natural ability.

Spiritual power flows through surrendered vessels.

MARKS OF A SPIRIT-EMPOWERED
LEADER

A Spirit-empowered leader:
Lives in daily prayer.

Walks in humility.

Depends upon Scripture.
Exercises spiritual gifts with love.
Remains faithful under pressure.
Leads people toward Christ.
Demonstrates compassion.

Lives with integrity.

Refuses self-promotion.

Desires God's glory above personal recognition.

People leave encouraged to follow Jesus rather than to admire the leader.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Ask yourself:



Am I depending more upon preparation than upon prayer?
Do I desire God's power more than God's presence?

Am I using my gifts to serve others?

Would people describe my ministry as humble?

Do I consistently give God the glory?

The healthiest leaders remain deeply aware that without Christ they can accomplish nothing of
eternal value.

PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer these questions.

1. In what areas am I depending upon my own strength?

2. Do I consistently seek God's guidance before serving?

3. Am I using my spiritual gifts to build others up?

4. How has the Holy Spirit empowered me recently?

5. Is there any pride that could hinder God's work through me?

6. What step of faith is God asking me to take today?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week, intentionally depend upon the Holy Spirit before every ministry opportunity.

Begin each morning with this simple prayer:



"Lord, I cannot accomplish Your work without Your Spirit. Fill me today. Guide my thoughts,
my words, and my actions. Let Your power flow through my weakness."

Spend extra time reading Acts chapters 1-4.
Notice how frequently the early believers prayed before they ministered.

Before every conversation, teaching opportunity, or act of service, pause briefly and invite the
Holy Spirit to lead you.

At the end of each day, write in your journal:
Where did I see God's strength today?

Where did I rely upon myself?

How did God answer prayer?

What opportunities did I have to glorify Christ?
Remember:

The goal is not to become powerful people.

The goal is to become surrendered vessels through whom God's power is revealed.

WEEKLY PRAYER

"Heavenly Father, thank You that You have not called me to serve You in my own
strength. Fill me continually with Your Holy Spirit. Teach me to depend upon Your
power instead of my own abilities. Strengthen me to boldly proclaim the Gospel,
faithfully serve others, endure hardship with joy, and walk in humility. Protect my
heart from pride, self-reliance, and the desire for recognition. Let every gift You have
given me be used for Your glory and for the building up of Your people. May my life
always point others to Messiah Yahshua, and may Your power be made perfect in my
weakness. In the name of Messiah Yahshua, Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Acts 1:8

""But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me..."



KEY TRUTH

Spiritual power is not the ability to accomplish great things for God—it is God's ability working
through surrendered people.

The vessel of honor does not depend upon talent, education, or personality.
It depends upon the continual filling and empowering of the Holy Spirit.

As we remain humble, prayerful, obedient, and fully yielded to Christ, God accomplishes
through us far more than we could ever accomplish in our own strength.

The greatest display of spiritual power is a life that faithfully reflects the character, love, truth,
and authority of Messiah Yahshua.

LESSON 12

CARRYING GOD'S PRESENCE

Becoming a Dwelling Place for the Glory of God

PART 4 — THE FILLED VESSEL

STAGE 4 — CARRYING GOD'S PRESENCE

PRIMARY SCRIPTURES
Exodus 33:14-16

"And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest... For wherein
shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in
that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated..."

John 15:4-5
""Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself... no more can ye,
except ye abide in me."

2 Corinthians 3:17-18

""Now the Lord is that Spirit... But we all, with open face beholding... the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory..."



Psalm 16:11
""In thy presence is fulness of joy..."

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

The highest privilege of every believer is not simply serving God—it is living in continual
fellowship with Him.

God has always desired a people among whom He could dwell.

From the Garden of Eden, to the Tabernacle, to the Temple, to the coming of Messiah Yahshua,
and now through the indwelling Holy Spirit, God's purpose has remained the same:

To dwell with His people.

A vessel of honor is not merely gifted.

It is not merely knowledgeable.

It is not merely active in ministry.

It carries the presence of God.

God's presence is the distinguishing mark of His people.
Without His presence, ministry becomes empty activity.

With His presence, ordinary lives become instruments through which Heaven touches earth.

FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

The greatest treasure a believer can possess is not God's gifts—it is God's presence.
Many people seek what God can give.

Few seek God Himself.

Moses understood this difference.

After Israel sinned with the golden calf, God promised to give them the Promised Land.
But Moses answered:

""If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.” (Exodus 33:15)

Moses understood that success without God's presence is failure.
Victory without God's presence is emptiness.
The greatest blessing is not the promised land.

The greatest blessing is walking with the Promiser.



WHAT IS GOD'S PRESENCE?

God is present everywhere because He is omnipresent.

Yet Scripture also speaks of God's manifest presence—those times when He reveals Himself in a
special way to His people.

His presence brings:

Peace.

Joy.

Conviction.

Comfort.

Wisdom.

Strength.

Healing.

Direction.

Transformation.

His presence is not merely something we feel.

It is the reality of God actively working among His people.
The goal of the Christian life is not chasing emotional experiences.

The goal is abiding in continual fellowship with God.

THE PRESENCE OF GOD THROUGHOUT
SCRIPTURE

The Garden of Eden

Adam and Eve walked with God before sin entered the world.
Humanity was created for fellowship with its Creator.

Sin interrupted that fellowship.

Redemption restores it.

The Tabernacle

God instructed Israel to build a tabernacle.
Why?



"That I may dwell among them." (Exodus 25:8)

The tabernacle was never merely a building.

It represented God's desire to live among His people.

The Temple

When Solomon dedicated the Temple, the glory of the Lord filled the house so powerfully that the
priests could not continue ministering.

God's glory revealed His holy presence.

Messiah Yahshua

John writes:

""The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us..."

Jesus became Emmanuel:
God with us.

Everything the Father desired to reveal was perfectly demonstrated in Messiah.

The Believer

Today the Holy Spirit dwells within every believer.
We have become the temple of God.
His presence is no longer limited to a physical building.

His people are now His dwelling place.

ABIDING IN CHRIST

John 15

Jesus compared believers to branches connected to a vine.
Branches cannot produce fruit independently.

Neither can we.

Abiding means:



Remaining close.

Living in fellowship.

Trusting Him continually.

Obeying His Word.

Depending upon His life.

As we abide, His life flows through us.

Fruit becomes the natural result of relationship.

Ministry flows from intimacy.

WHAT HINDERS GOD'S PRESENCE?

Although God never abandons His children, Scripture teaches that certain attitudes hinder close
fellowship.

These include:
Persistent disobedience.
Unconfessed sin.

Pride.

Bitterness.
Unforgiveness.
Prayerlessness.

Neglect of God's Word.
Self-reliance.
Worldliness.
Distractions that crowd out intimacy with God.

The Holy Spirit continually invites believers back into deeper fellowship.

CULTIVATING THE PRESENCE OF GOD

God desires us to intentionally cultivate intimacy with Him.
We do this by:

Daily prayer.

Meditation upon Scripture.

Worship.

Thanksgiving.



Repentance.

Silence before God.

Obedience.

Serving others.

Fellowship with believers.

Living with continual awareness that God is near.

The more we pursue Him, the more our hearts become sensitive to His leading.

THE GLORY OF GOD

Throughout Scripture, God's glory reveals His greatness, holiness, beauty, and majesty.
Moses prayed:
"Show me thy glory."”

The greatest revelation God gave Moses was not simply miraculous power.
It was His character.

God proclaimed Himself:

Merciful.

Gracious.

Longsuffering.

Abundant in goodness and truth.

The glory of God is ultimately revealed through His character.

Likewise, believers carry God's presence by reflecting His character.

THE PRESENCE THAT CHANGES US

2 Corinthians 3:18

Paul teaches that as we behold the glory of the Lord, we are transformed.
Time spent in God's presence changes us.

We begin thinking differently.

Speaking differently.

Loving differently.

Serving differently.



The presence of God transforms us from the inside out.
Transformation does not happen merely through information.

It happens through communion with God.

THE PRESENCE THAT IMPACTS OTHERS

People were drawn to Jesus because the Father's presence rested upon Him.

Likewise, people should encounter God's love, peace, wisdom, and truth through our lives.
A leader who carries God's presence:

Brings peace into conflict.

Brings hope into discouragement.

Brings wisdom into confusion.

Brings love into broken relationships.

Brings truth into deception.

People may forget our words.

They often remember the presence of God experienced through our lives.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — MOSES

Moses spent time with God on Mount Sinai.

When he returned, his face reflected God's glory.

His appearance testified that he had been with the Lord.
The glory did not originate with Moses.

It reflected the One in whose presence he had been.

Leadership Principle

The most effective leaders are those who spend time with God before speaking to people.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE — MARY OF
BETHANY

Mary chose to sit at Jesus' feet while others remained occupied with many responsibilities.

Jesus declared that Mary had chosen the better part.



Service is important.
But intimacy always comes first.

Ministry should overflow from worship.

MARKS OF A PERSON WHO CARRIES
GOD'S PRESENCE

A believer who carries God's presence:
Walks in humility.

Lives with peace.

Displays love consistently.
Exercises wisdom.

Remains teachable.

Speaks with grace.

Responds gently.

Prays continually.

Values holiness.

Reflects the fruit of the Spirit.

Such people naturally encourage others to seek Christ.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Every leader should ask:

Am I pursuing God's presence or merely His blessings?

Do I spend time with God apart from ministry responsibilities?
Would people say I carry the peace of Christ?

Do my private devotional habits support my public ministry?

Is my greatest desire to know God more deeply?

The healthiest leaders lead from overflow rather than exhaustion.

You cannot consistently give away what you are not continually receiving.



PERSONAL SELF-EVALUATION

Prayerfully answer these questions.

1. What distracts me most from spending time with God?

2. Am I pursuing God's presence more than His gifts?

3. How has God's presence changed my life recently?

4. Do others experience Christ's peace through me?

5. What spiritual discipline needs greater attention?

6. How can I intentionally cultivate deeper intimacy with God this week?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

This week, intentionally set aside uninterrupted time each day simply to be with the Lord.
Not to prepare a lesson.

Not to complete a ministry assignment.

Simply to enjoy His presence.

Read Exodus 33, John 15, and Psalm 27 throughout the week.
Spend several minutes each day in quietness before God.
Listen.

Worship.

Thank Him.

Meditate upon His Word.

Ask Him:



"Lord, what are You teaching me about Yourself today?"

Throughout the day, practice becoming continually aware of His presence.
Before every conversation, silently pray:

""Holy Spirit, let Your presence be seen through me."

At the end of each day, journal:

How did I experience God's presence today?

Where did I sense His peace?

How did He speak through His Word?

How did I reflect His character to others?

The goal is not simply to visit God's presence.

The goal is to walk with Him continually.

WEEKLY PRAYER

""Heavenly Father, thank You for inviting me into continual fellowship with You
through Messiah Yahshua and by the Holy Spirit. My greatest desire is not merely to
serve You, but to know You. Teach me to abide in Your presence every day. Remove
every distraction that keeps my heart from You. Fill me with Your peace, Your
wisdom, Your love, and Your holiness. Let Your presence transform my thoughts, my
words, and my actions until they reflect the character of Messiah. May those who
encounter me be drawn not to me, but to You. Let my life become a dwelling place
where Your glory is revealed and Your love is made known. In the name of Messiah
Yahshua, Amen."

MEMORY VERSE

Exodus 33:14
"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest."

KEY TRUTH

The greatest qualification for Christian leadership is not ability, knowledge, or experience—it is
abiding in the presence of God.

A vessel of honor carries more than truth.



It carries the presence of the One who is Truth.

As we continually abide in Messiah and walk in fellowship with the Holy Spirit, God's presence
transforms us from glory to glory, strengthens every assignment He gives us, and allows His love,
peace, and power to flow through our lives to a world desperately in need of Him.

A leader who carries God's presence leaves more than memories behind—they leave the
fragrance of Christ wherever they go.
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